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M E M O R A N D U M

Subject:  Research-Based Nature of Challenger Learning Center (CLC) Activities

The simulated space missions and other activities at the Challenger Learning Center of San Antonio are research-based in a number of ways.  First, several of the activities were developed through a collaborative research process with partners such as NASA and the University of Texas at San Antonio.  Second, the activities themselves often require participants to conduct research in conjunction with the activity.  

Highlights of past CLC research partnerships have included a Fuel Cell Demonstration Project with the Gas Technology Institute, a “Project Managers of the Future” NASA Research Grant with UTSA, and a NASA Education Grant on Space Physiology through the National Space Biological Research Institute.   
Two representative examples of research tasks embedded in the CLC activities are as follows.  During the Rendezvous with a Comet space mission, the Medical Team must research topics such as heart rate, blood pressure and respiration to help them analyze the medical test results.  They do their research using a software file from a research computer.    During the Voyage to Mars mission, the Remote Team studies minerals on Earth and Mars using a computer database.  They use their research results to help them analyze the experimental results received from their teammates aboard the Mars Transport spacecraft during the simulation.   
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