Challenger Learning Center of San Antonio
8th Grade Social Studies TEKS Correlation

                                  Comet Mission

        Social Studies TEKS                  Simulator/Prep Book Activities

	(a.) Introduction
	

	(1)  In Grade 8, students study the history of the United States from the early colonial period through Reconstruction. The knowledge and skills in subsection (b) of this section comprise the first part of a two-year study of U.S. history. The second part, comprising U.S. history since Reconstruction to the present, is provided in §113.32 of this title (relating to United States History Studies Since Reconstruction (One Credit)). The content builds upon that from Grade 5 but provides more depth and breadth. Historical content focuses on the political, economic, and social events and issues related to the colonial and revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, challenges of the early Republic, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil War, and Reconstruction. Students describe the physical characteristics of the United States and their impact on population distribution and settlement patterns in the past and present. Students analyze the various economic factors that influenced the development of colonial America and the early years of the Republic and identify the origins of the free enterprise system. Students examine the American beliefs and principles, including limited government, checks and balances, federalism, separation of powers, and individual rights, reflected in the U.S. Constitution and other historical documents. Students evaluate the impact of Supreme Court cases and major reform movements of the 19th century and examine the rights and responsibilities of citizens of the United States as well as the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society. Students evaluate the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of the United States. Students use critical-thinking skills, including the identification of bias in written, oral, and visual material.


	· Geography and social studies skills should be incorporated: “Latitude and Longitude” activity NAV in Mission Control and Space Station  in the Mission Prep book  {classroom preparation}. NAV ,MC,SS


	(2)  To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and secondary source material such as the complete text of the U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Independence; landmark cases of the U.S. Supreme Court; biographies and autobiographies; novels; speeches, letters, and diaries; and poetry, songs, and artworks is encouraged. Selections may include excerpts from the letters of John and Abigail Adams, an excerpt from the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, and poems of the Civil War era. Motivating resources are also available from museums, historical sites, presidential libraries, and local and state preservation societies.

(3)  The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are intended to be integrated for instructional purposes with the history and geography strands establishing a sense of time and a sense of place. Skills listed in the geography and social studies skills strands in subsection (b) of this section should be incorporated into the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies. A greater depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together.

(4)  Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and social studies skills. The content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code, §28.002(h).


	· Build a foundation in science, and technology: Science-based mission, and the use of computers at every station and other technology.
 

	(b.) Knowledge and Skills
	

	(10)  Geography. The student uses geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret data. The student is expected to:
	· Pose and answer questions about geographic distributions/patterns: “Latitude and Longitude” activity in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}. NAV in MC and SS


	(28)  Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of science and technology on the economic development of the United States. The student is expected to
	· Ways in which technology influences human capacity to modify the physical environment:  Sending emergency notification messages through the Data  and COM  from officers in the MC to partners in the SS.



	(29)  Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on daily life in the United States. The student is expected to:

(A)  compare the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations that have influenced daily life in different periods in U.S. history


	· Give examples of scientific discoveries and technological innovations, including the roles of scientists and inventors:  The “Famous Comets” and “Aerogel” activities in the Comet book {classroom preparation}.

 

	(30)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology. The student is expected to
	· Analyze information by categorizing, comparing, contrasting, making predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions:  MC Positions including Nav, Bio, Med, Probe, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, Rem, and LS.. All positions in MC and SS when the unknown object is noticed.

	(31)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:

(A)  use social studies terminology correctly;


	· Organize and interpret information from reports and databases:  All MC positions except Data and Com.

· Organize and interpret information from visuals including graphs:  All positions in MC during Spectral Analysis.

· All positions in MC and SS when identifying the unknown object.



	(B)  use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation;


	· Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal communication:  Unknown Object Emergency and Mid-Mission Briefing. Call all positions.


	(C)  transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate; and


	· Express ideas orally:  Unknown Object Emergency. Call all positions.


	(D)  create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information

.


	· Create written and visual material such as reports and bibliographies:  All position in MC and PAO all positions in MC and PAO in MC and SS in MC and SS also the  “Press Kit” activity in the Comet book. {classroom preparation}



	(32)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to:


	· Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation:  All positions except Com in MC and the SS, Nav in the SS, and Probe in the SS.



	(A)  use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and


	· Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, and choose and implement a solution:  Nav, Bio, Med, Probe, LS, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, and Rem in MC.

· Use a problem-solving process to evaluate the effectiveness of the solution:  Nav in MC and Probe in MC.

 

	(B)  use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision


	· Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision:  All MC positions except Com and Data.





