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Comet Mission

        Social Studies TEKS                  Simulator/Prep Book Activities

	(a.) Introduction
	

	3. Skills listed in the geography and social studies skills strands in subsection (b) of this section should be incorporated into the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies.  A greater depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together.


	· Geography and social studies skills should be incorporated: “Latitude and Longitude” activity in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.



	4. Students build a foundation in history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science; technology and society; and social studies skills.


	· Build a foundation in science, and technology: Science-based mission, and the use of computers at every station except Com in the SS and MC.

 

	(b.) Knowledge and Skills
	

	3b.  Pose and answer questions about geographic distributions and patterns for selected world regions and countries shown on maps, graphs, charts, models, and databases.
	· Pose and answer questions about geographic distributions/patterns: “Latitude and Longitude” activity in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.



	7c.  Describe the ways in which technology influences human capacity to modify the physical environment.


	· Ways in which technology influences human capacity to modify the physical environment:  Sending emergency notification messages through the Data officer from officers in the MC to partners in the SS.



	20a.  Give examples of scientific discoveries and technological innovations, including the roles of scientists and inventors that have transcended the boundaries of societies and have shaped the world.


	· Give examples of scientific discoveries and technological innovations, including the roles of scientists and inventors:  The “Famous Comets” and “Aerogel” activities in the Comet book {classroom preparation}.

 

	21b.  Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.


	· Analyze information by categorizing, comparing, contrasting, making predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions:  MC Positions including Nav, Bio, Med, Probe, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, Rem, and LS.

	21c.  Organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps.


	· Organize and interpret information from reports and databases:  All MC positions except Data and Com.

· Organize and interpret information from visuals including graphs:  All positions in MC during Spectral Analysis.



	22b.  Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication.


	· Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal communication:  Unknown Object Emergency and Mid-Mission Briefing.



	22c.  Express ideas orally based on research and experiences.


	· Express ideas orally:  Unknown Object Emergency.



	22d.  Create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies.


	· Create written and visual material such as reports and bibliographies:  PAO position and the “Press Kit” activity in the Comet book. {classroom preparation}



	22e.  Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation.


	· Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation:  All positions except Com in MC and the SS, Nav in the SS, and Probe in the SS.



	23a.  Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.


	· Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, and choose and implement a solution:  Nav, Bio, Med, Probe, LS, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, and Rem in MC.

· Use a problem-solving process to evaluate the effectiveness of the solution:  Nav in MC and Probe in MC.

 

	24b.  Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.


	· Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision:  All MC positions except Com and Data.
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