Challenger Learning Center of San Antonio
8th Grade Language Arts and Reading TEKS Correlation

Mars Mission


  Lang. Arts / Reading TEKS             Simulator/Prep Book Activities
	(a.) Introduction
	

	(1)  In Grade 8, students refine and master previously learned knowledge and skills in increasingly complex presentations, reading selections, and writing. Eighth grade students continue to read widely in classic and contemporary selections and informational texts. Students are able to identify characteristics of various literary forms. Eighth grade students are able to select and use different forms of writing for specific purposes such as to inform, persuade, or entertain. Students produce multi-paragraph compositions with varied sentence structure. Eighth grade students edit their writing based on their knowledge of grammar and usage, spelling, punctuation, and other conventions of written language. Students produce final, error-free pieces of written composition on a regular basis. Students use citations competently and write by following accepted formats for research reports. Eighth grade students present oral and written reports, including presentations strengthened by visuals and media.

(2)  For eighth grade students whose first language is not English, the students' native language serves as a foundation for English language acquisition.

(3)  The essential knowledge and skills as well as the student expectations for Grade 8 are described in subsection (b) of this section. Following each statement of a student expectation is a parenthetical notation that indicates the additional grades at which these expectations are demonstrated at increasingly sophisticated levels.

(4)  To meet Public Education Goal 1 of the Texas Education Code, §4.002, which states, "The students in the public education system will demonstrate exemplary performance in the reading and writing of the English language," students will accomplish the essential knowledge and skills as well as the student expectations at Grade 8 as described in subsection (b) of this section.

(5)  To meet Texas Education Code, §28.002(h), which states, ". . . each school district shall foster the continuation of the tradition of teaching United States and Texas history and the free enterprise system in regular subject matter and in reading courses and in the adoption of textbooks," students will be provided oral and written narratives as well as other informational texts that can help them to become thoughtful, active citizens who appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation.


	· Read Informational Texts:  All Mission Control and Space Station positions.

· Use different forms of writing for specific purposes such as to inform:  All MC & SC positions except for Data and Com. The “Mapping Out A Trip To Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, along with the “Job Application”, “Communication”, “Mission Survival” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

· Vary sentence structure and use more complex punctuation: Probe, Med, Bio, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, Rem, and LS in MC and in the SC.  The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, along with the “Job Application”, “Communication”, “Mission Survival” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

· Edit their writing:  All MC and SC positions except for Data and Com. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

· Search out multiple texts to complete research reports/projects: PAO, Med, Bio, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, Rem, Probe and LS in MC.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” activity in the Mars book {classroom preparation}.


	(b.) Knowledge and skills
	

	(1)  Listening/speaking/purposes. The student listens actively and purposefully in a variety of settings. The student is expected to:

1a.  Determine the purposes for listening such as to gain information, to solve problems, or to enjoy and appreciate.


	· Listening to gain information:  Pre-mission briefing, SC briefing, MC briefing, mid-mission briefing, and post-mission briefing.

· Listening to solve problems:  Life Support report on chosen crops, Nav decision to change length of journey, and Mid-mission briefing & unknown object emergency.

	1c.  Understand the major ideas and supporting evidence in spoken messages.


	· Understand the major ideas and supporting evidence in spoken messages:  Pre-mission briefing, SC briefing, MC briefing, Mid-mission briefing, and post-mission briefing.  Also, all Com  messages sent to and from all positions in MC and SC.  Last, the “Mars Debate” activity in the Mars Book, as well as “Press Conference”, “Communication”, and “Mission Survival” activities in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.

	1d.  Listen to learn by taking notes, organizing, and summarizing spoken ideas.


	· Listen to learn by organizing and summarizing spoken ideas:  All positions in MC, listen take notes for spectrum anlysis.

	(2)  Listening/speaking/critical listening. The student listens critically to analyze and evaluate a speaker's message(s). The student is expected to:

2a.  Interpret speakers’ messages (both verbal and nonverbal), purposes, and perspectives.  


	· Interpret speakers’ messages, purposes, and perspectives: Pre-mission briefing, Iso 1 emergency, LS crop report, Mid-mission briefing & emergency and post-mission briefing.  Also, the “Mars Debate” activity in the Mars book, as well as the “Press Conference”, “Communication”, and “Mission Survival” activities in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.

	E)  compare his/her own perception of a spoken message with the perception of others (6
	

	3f.  Evaluate a spoken message in terms of its content, credibility, and delivery.


	· Evaluate a spoken message in terms of its content and credibility  All positions in MC and SS. Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” and “Mars Debate” activities in the Mars Book, as well as the “Press Conference” and “Communication” activities in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.



	(5)  Listening/speaking/audiences. The student speaks clearly and appropriately to different audiences for different purposes and occasions. The student is expected to:

5a.  Adapt spoken language such as word choice, diction, and usage to the audience, purpose, and occasion.


	· Adapt spoken language such as word choice and usage:  PAO Officer, Com in MC, Com in SC, Probe in MC, Probe in SC, Nav in MC, and Nav in SC.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” and “Mars Debate” activities in the Mars Book, as well as the “Press Conference”, “Communication”, and “Mission Survival” activities in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.

	5b.  Demonstrate effective communication skills that reflect such demands as interviewing, reporting, requesting, and providing information.


	· Demonstrate effective communication skills that reflect such demands as interviewing, reporting, requesting, and providing information:  PAO Officer, Com in MC, Com in SC, Probe in MC, Probe in SC, Nav in MC, and Nav in SC.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” and “Mars Debate” activities in the Mars Book, as well as “Press Conference”, “Communication”, and “Mission Survival” activities in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.



	5e.  Use effective rate, volume, pitch, and tone for the audience and setting.


	· Use effective rate, volume, pitch, and tone for the audience and setting:  PAO Officer, Com in MC, Com in SC, Probe in MC, Probe in SC, Nav in MC, and Nav in SC.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” and “Mars Debate” activities in the Mars Book, as well as the “Press Conference”, “Communication”, and “Mission Survival” activities in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.

	(6)  Reading/word identification. The student uses a variety of word recognition strategies. The student is expected to:

6c.  Locate the meanings, pronunciations, and derivations of unfamiliar words using dictionaries, glossaries, and other sources.


	· Locate the meanings and  pronunciations of unfamiliar words using dictionaries: “Voyage To Mars ” vocabulary list {classroom preparation}.

	(7)  Reading/fluency. The student reads with fluency and understanding in texts at appropriate difficulty levels. The student is expected to:

7a.  Read regularly in independent-level materials.


	· Read regularly in independent-level materials: Task card books at all MC and SS positions.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” activity in the Mars book {classroom preparation}.

	7b.  Read regularly in instructional-level materials that are challenging but manageable.


	· Read regularly in instructional-level materials that are challenging but manageable:  Task card books at all MC and SC positions.  Also, the “Spacesuit Design” activity in the Mars book {classroom preparation}.

	7c.  adjust reading rate based on purposes for reading (4-8)
	· Demonstrate characteristics of fluent and effective readers:  All MC and SC positions.

	
	· Adjust reading rate based on purposes for reading: All positions in MC and the SC.

	
	· Read aloud in selected texts:  Com in MC and SC, Nav in MC, Probe in MC, Bio, Med and Rem in the SC.

	7f.  Read silently with the increasing ease for longer periods.  


	· Read silently:  All job positions in MC and the SC.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” activity in the Mars book {classroom preparation}.

	(8)  Reading/variety of texts. The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources. The student is expected to:

8c.  Read for varied purposes such as to be informed, to be entertained, to appreciate the writer’s craft, and to discover models for his/her own writing.


	· Read for varied purposed such as to be informed:  All job positions in MC and the SC.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” activity in the Mars book {classroom preparation}.

	8d.  Read to take action such as to complete forms, make informed recommendations, and write a response. 


	· Read to take action such as to complete forms, and make informed recommendations:  All job positions in MC and SS.
· Read to take action such as to write a response:  All job positions in MC and SS.All job positions in MC and SS except COM, Data, Nav and Prope.

	(9)  Reading/vocabulary development. The student acquires an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study. The student is expected to:

9c.  Use multiple reference aids, including a thesaurus, a synonym finder, a dictionary, and software, to clarify meaning and usage.
	· Use multiple reference aids to clarify meaning and usage:  Voyage to Mars vocabulary list {classroom preparation}.

	(10)  Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to:

10b.  Establish and adjust purposes for reading such as reading to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems.


	· Purposes for reading such as reading to find out, to understand, and to solve problems:  All MC and SC job positions.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” and “Spacesuit Design” activities in the Mars book along with the “Communications” activity in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.

	10c.  monitor his/her own comprehension and make modifications when understanding breaks down such as by rereading a portion aloud, using reference aids, searching for clues, and asking questions (4-8);
	· Monitor his/her own comprehension by rereading a portion aloud, searching for clues, and asking questions:  All MC and SC job positions.  The “Investigating Mars” and “Spacesuit Design” activities in the Mars book {classroom preparation}. 

	10g.  Paraphrase and summarize text to recall, inform, or organize ideas.


	· Paraphrase and summarize texts to recall, inform, or organize ideas:  All MC job positions except Data and Com.

	10h.  Draw inferences such as conclusions or generalizations and support them with the text evidence and experience.


	· Draw inferences such as conclusions or generalizations and support them with text evidence All positions in MC except Com and Data.

	10k.  Answer different types and levels of questions such as open-ended, literal, and interpretative as well as test-like questions such as multiple choice, true-false, and short answer.


	· Answer different types and levels of questions such as open-ended, literal, and interpretative:  Pre-mission briefing, LS crop report, and Iso 1/Nav emergency.  Also, the “Mars Debate” and the “Searching For Signs Of Life” activity in the Mars book, and the “Average Temperature” activity in the Mission Prep book {classroom preparation}.

	(12)  Reading/text structures/literary concepts. The student analyzes the characteristics of various types of texts (genres). The student is expected to

12a.  Identify the purposes of different types of texts such as to inform, influence, express, or entertain.


	· Identify the purposes of different types of texts such as to inform:  MC briefing and SC briefing.  Also, the “Press Kit” activity in the Mars book {classroom preparation}.

	12b.  Recognize the distinguishing features of genres, including biography, historical fiction, informational texts, and poetry.


	· Recognize the distinguishing features of genres, including informational texts:  All job positions in the SC and MC.  Also, the “Searching For Signs Of Life” activity in the Mars book {classroom preparation}.

	(13)  Reading/inquiry/research. The student inquires and conducts research using a variety of sources. The student is expected to

13c.  Use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate information relevant to research questions. 


	· Use multiple sources, including electronic texts, and print resources to locate information relevant to research questions:  Bio, Med, Rem, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3 and LS in MC.  Also, the “Mapping Out A Trip To Mars” and “Searching For Signs Of Life” activities in the Mars book{classroom preparation}.

	13g.  Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources.
	· Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources All positions in MC except Com and Data.

	13h.  Use compiled information and knowledge to raise additional, unanswered questions.
	· Use compiled information and knowledge to raise additional, unanswered questions: Unknown object emergency, Iso 1/Nav emergency and Mid-Mission Briefing.

	(13)  Reading/inquiry/research. The student inquires and conducts research using a variety of sources. The student is expected to

15a.  Write to express, discover, record, develop, reflect on ideas, and to problem solve.
	· Write to record and to problem solve:  All MC positions except for Com and Data.

	15c.   write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate (4-8);
	· Write to inform such as to explain, describe, or report:  The following positions in both the  in MC: Bio, Med, LS, Rem, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, and PAO.  The following MC positions: Probe and Nav..  Also, the “Investigating Mars” and the “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	15e.  Select and use voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose.  


	· Select and use voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose:  Com in MC and the SC, Nav in MC and the SC, Probe in MC and the SC, and PAO. The “Investigating Mars”, Searching For Signs Of Life”, “Comet Debate” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application”, “Communications” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	15h.  Produce cohesive and coherent written texts by organizing ideas, using effective transitions, and choosing precise wording.


	· Produce cohesive and coherent written texts by choosing precise wording:  All of the following positions in both MC :  Bio, Med, LS, Rem, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, and PAO. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Comet book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	(16)  Writing/penmanship/capitalization/punctuation/spelling. The student composes original texts, applying the conventions of written language such as capitalization, punctuation, handwriting, penmanship and spelling to communicate clearly. The student is expected to:

16a.  Write legibly by selecting cursive or manuscript as appropriate.


	· Write legibly:  All positions in MC except Com and Data, and all positions in the SC except Com and Data. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}. 

	16b.  Capitalize and punctuate correctly to clarify and enhance meaning such as capitalizing titles, using hyphens, semicolons, colons, possessives, and sentence punctuation.


	· Capitalize and punctuate correctly to clarify and enhance meaning:  All positions in MC except for Nav and Com. All positions in the SC except for Probe, Nav, and Com. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	16f.  Spell accurately in final drafts.


	· Spell accurately:  All positions in MC except for Com and all positions in the SC except for Nav, Probe, and Com. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	(17)  Writing/grammar/usage. The student applies standard grammar and usage to communicate clearly and effectively in writing. The student is expected to

17a  Write in complete sentences, varying the types such as compound and complex, and use of appropriately punctuated dependent clauses.


	· Write in complete sentences and use appropriately punctuated dependent clauses:  All MC and SC positions except Nav, Probe, and Com.  The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	17d.  Use adjectives (comparative and superlative forms) and adverbs appropriately to make writing vivid or precise.


	· Use adjectives and adverbs appropriately to make writing precise: The following positions in MC and in the SC: Bio, Med, LS, Rem, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, and PAO. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	17f. use verb tenses appropriately and consistently such as present, past, future, perfect, and progressive (6-8);
	· Employ standard English usage in writing for audiences, including subject-verb agreement: The following positions in both MC and in the SC:  Bio, Med, LS, Rem, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, and PAO. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	17g


	· Use verb tenses appropriately and consistently:  The following positions in both MC and in the SC:  Bio, Med, LS, Rem, Iso 1, Iso 2, Iso 3, and PAO. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

	18h.  Proofread his/her own writing and that of others.


	· Proofread his/her own writing:  All MC positions except Com and Data. All SC positions except Nav, Probe, Com, and Data. The “Investigating Mars” and “Press Kit” activities in the Mars book, and the “Job Application” and “Press Conference” activities in the Mission Prep Book {classroom preparation}.

· Proofread the writing of others:  Com and Data positions in MC and in the SS.  

	21b.  Correspond with peers or others via email or conventional mail.
	· Correspond with peers via email:  Data position in MC and in the SC.

	22b.  Interpret important events and ideas gathered from maps, charts, graphics, video segments, or technology presentations.


	· Interpret important events and ideas gathered from charts / graphics:  Nav and Probe in MC and in the SC.

· Interpret important events and ideas gathered from video segment or technology presentations:   Approach to Mars, Mars Landing, MTV Lift-off, Launch of Probe, and images sent from Probe sensors. 

	24. Viewing/representing/production the stuent produces visual images, messages, and meanings that communicate with others.


	· 


