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§110.5. English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 3.

(a)  Introduction.

(1)  In Grade 3, students read and write more independently than in any previous grade and spend significant blocks of time engaged in reading and writing on their own as well as in assigned tasks and projects. Students listen critically to spoken messages, think about their own contributions to discussions, and plan their oral presentations. Third grade students read grade-level material fluently and with comprehension. Students use root words, prefixes, suffixes, and derivational endings to recognize words. Students demonstrate knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, and multi-meaning words. Students are beginning to distinguish fact from opinion in texts. During class discussions, third grade students support their ideas and inferences by citing portions of the text being discussed. Students read in a variety of genres, including realistic and imaginative fiction, nonfiction, and poetry from classic and contemporary works. Third grade students write with more complex capitalization and punctuation such as proper nouns and commas in a series. Students write with more proficient spelling of contractions and homonyms. Third grade students write longer and more elaborate sentences and organize their writing into larger units of text. Students write several drafts to produce a final product. Students revise their writing to improve coherence, progression, and logic, and edit final drafts to reflect standard grammar and usage. Students master manuscript writing and may begin to use cursive writing.

(2)  For third grade students whose first language is not English, the students' native language serves as a foundation for English language acquisition.

(3)  The essential knowledge and skills as well as the student expectations for Grade 3 are described in subsection (b) of this section. Following each statement of a student expectation is a parenthetical notation that indicates the additional grades at which these expectations are demonstrated at increasingly sophisticated levels.

(4)  To meet Public Education Goal 1 of the Texas Education Code, §4.002, which states, "The students in the public education system will demonstrate exemplary performance in the reading and writing of the English language," students will accomplish the essential knowledge and skills as well as the student expectations for Grade 3 as described in subsection (b) of this section.

(5)  To meet Texas Education Code, §28.002(h), which states, ". . . each school district shall foster the continuation of the tradition of teaching United States and Texas history and the free enterprise system in regular subject matter and in reading courses and in the adoption of textbooks," students will be provided oral and written narratives as well as other informational texts that can help them to become thoughtful, active citizens who appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation.

(6)  It is the goal of the state that all children read on grade level by the end of Grade 3 and continue to read on grade level or higher throughout their schooling.

	Third Grade English
	Measurement Using a Pan Balance: Weigh different objects using colored gram weights; Record Data
	Light Spectrum: View color patterns (spectra) of different light sources using special spectral viewing glasses.  Draw spectra on chart.
	Chemical Weigh Station:  Find mass of chemical flasks using digital balance; Record  data and sort
	What’s that Sound?  Investigate sound vibrations with dancing ride;  Investigate sound through different mediums;  Identify and match sounds
	Solar System Planets:  Identify the planets; Arrange planets in proper order
	Scientific Instruments Reading:  Read the temperature using a thermometer;  Match correct temperatures to the thermometer;  Examine and investigate different objects using a microscope
	Glovebox 1 and 2:  Classify rocks according to color;  Classify bugs according to physical characteristics;   Determine whether rocks are magnetic
	Germ Identification:  Identify non-hazardous and hazardous germs; Match and problem solve for disposal
	Isolation Chamber Bug Count:  Counting bugs; Identifying radioactive bugs
	Glove Box A & B:  Sort liquids and solids.  Manipulate  nuts and bolts
	Orbit EVA:  Space Transportation System (STS) modeling.  Learn about the STS/ shuttle and then build their own STS by cutting out pieces and coloring and pasting them onto a large sheet of paper

	Orbit EVA:  STS sequencing.  After being briefed on the STS sequence of events, students must put picture cards into the correct chronological order.  Cards depict events from shuttle liftoff to orbit to landing
	Technology:  Nanosat.  Students are briefed on what satellites are, then build small called “Nanosats” using origami papers..


	(1)  Listening, speaking, purposes. The student listens attentively and engages actively in various oral language experiences. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(A)  determine the purpose(s) for listening such as to get information, to solve problems, and to enjoy and appreciate (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(B)  respond appropriately and courteously to directions and questions (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(C)  participate in rhymes, songs, conversations, and discussions (K-3);
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(D)  listen critically to interpret and evaluate (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(2)  Listening, speaking, culture. The student listens and speaks to gain knowledge of his/her own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of cultures. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(A)  connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening (K-3); and
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(3)  Listening, speaking, audiences, oral grammar. The student speaks appropriately to different audiences for different purposes and occasions. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(A)  choose and adapt spoken language appropriate to the audience, purpose, and occasion, including use of appropriate volume and rate (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(B)  use verbal and nonverbal communication in effective ways such as making announcements, giving directions, or making introductions (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(C)  ask and answer relevant questions and make contributions in small or large group discussions (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(E)  gain increasing control of grammar when speaking such as using subject-verb agreement, complete sentences, and correct tense (K-3).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	(4)  Listening, speaking, communication. The student communicates clearly by putting thoughts and feelings into spoken words. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(A)  use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(B)  clarify and support spoken messages using appropriate props, including objects, pictures, and charts (K-3)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(C)  re-tell a spoken message by summarizing or clarifying (K-3).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	(5)  Reading, word identification. The student uses a variety of word identification strategies. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(A)  decode by using all letter-sound correspondences within a word (1-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(B)  blend initial letter-sounds with common vowel spelling patterns to read words (1-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(C)  identify multisyllabic words by using common syllable patterns (1-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(D)  use root words and other structural cues such as prefixes, suffixes, and derivational endings to recognize words (3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(E)  use knowledge of word order (syntax) and context to support word identification and confirm word meaning (1-3); and
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(F)  read both regular and irregular words automatically such as through multiple opportunities to read and reread (1-3).
	X
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	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(6)  Reading/fluency. The student reads with fluency and understanding in texts at appropriate difficulty levels. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(B)  read regularly in instructional-level materials that are challenging but manageable (texts in which no more than approximately 1 in 10 words is difficult for the reader; the "typical" third grader reads 80 wpm) (3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(7)  Reading/variety of texts. The student reads widely for different purposes in varied sources. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(B)  read from a variety of genres for pleasure and to acquire information from both print and electronic sources (2-3); and
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(C)  read to accomplish various purposes, both assigned and self-selected (2-3).
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(8)  Reading/vocabulary development. The student develops an extensive vocabulary. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(A)  develop vocabulary by listening to and discussing both familiar and conceptually challenging selections read aloud (K-3);
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	(B)  develop vocabulary through reading (2-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(C)  use resources and references such as beginners' dictionaries, glossaries, available technology, and context to build word meanings, confirm pronunciations of words (2-3); and
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(9)  Reading/comprehension. The student uses a variety of strategies to comprehend selections read aloud and selections read independently. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(A)  use prior knowledge to anticipate meaning and make sense of texts (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(B)  establish purposes for reading and listening such as to be informed, to follow directions, and to be entertained (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(C)  retell or act out the order of important events in stories (K-3);
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	(D)  monitor his/her own comprehension and act purposefully when comprehension breaks down using such strategies as rereading, searching for clues, and asking for help (1-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(F)  make and explain inferences from texts such as determining important ideas, causes and effects, making predictions, and drawing conclusions (1-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	(K)  practice different kinds of questions and tasks, including test-like comprehension questions (3).
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	(10)  Reading/literary response. The student responds to various texts. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(B)  demonstrate understanding of informational text in a variety of ways through writing, illustrating, developing demonstrations, and using available technology (2-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(12)  Reading, inquiry, research. The student generates questions and conducts research using information from various sources. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	(A)  identify relevant questions for inquiry such as "What Native American tribes inhabit(ed) Texas?" (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(D)  use multiple sources, including print such as an encyclopedia, technology, and experts, to locate information that addresses questions (2-3)
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(E)  interpret and use graphic sources of information, including maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams (2-3);
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	(G)  organize information in systematic ways, including notes, charts, and labels (3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	(H)  demonstrate learning through productions and displays such as oral and written reports, murals, and dramatizations (2-3);
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(I)  use compiled information and knowledge to raise additional, unanswered questions (3); and
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(J)  draw conclusions from information gathered (K-3).
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	(20)  Writing, inquiry, research. The student uses writing as a tool for learning and research. The student is expected to:
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	(B)  record his/her own knowledge of a topic in a variety of ways such as by drawing pictures, making lists, and showing connections among ideas (K-3);
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	


