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TEKS— Third Grade Social Studies

5. Social Studies, Grade 3.

(a)  Introduction.

(1)  In Grade 3, students learn how individuals have changed their communities and world. Students study the effects inspiring heroes have had on communities, past and present. Students learn about the lives of heroic men and women who made important choices, overcame obstacles, sacrificed for the betterment of others, and embarked on journeys that resulted in new ideas, new inventions, and new communities. Students expand their knowledge through the identification and study of people who made a difference, influenced public policy and decision making, and participated in resolving issues that are important to all people. Throughout Grade 3, students develop an understanding of the economic, cultural, and scientific contributions made by individuals.

(2)  To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich material such as biographies; folktales, myths, and legends; and poetry, songs, and artworks is encouraged. Selections may include the legend of Paul Bunyan. Motivating resources are also available from museums, historical sites, presidential libraries, and local and state preservation societies.

(3)  The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are intended to be integrated for instructional purposes. Skills listed in the geography and social studies skills strands in subsection (b) of this section should be incorporated into the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies. A greater depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together.

(4)  Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and social studies skills. The content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code, §28.002(h).

	Third Grade Social Studies
	Measurement Using a Pan Balance: Weigh different objects using colored gram weights; Record Data
	Light Spectrum: View color patterns (spectra) of different light sources using special spectral viewing glasses.  Draw spectra on chart.
	Chemical Weigh Station:  Find mass of chemical flasks using digital balance; Record data
	What’s that Sound?  Investigate sound vibrations with dancing ride;  Investigate sound through different mediums;  Identify and match sounds
	Solar System Planets:  Identify the planets; Arrange planets in proper order
	Scientific Instruments Reading:  Read the temperature using a thermometer;  Match correct temperatures to the thermometer;  Examine and investigate different objects using a microscope
	Glovebox 1 and 2:  Classify rocks according to color;  Classify bugs according to physical characteristics; Observation sort liquids and solids manipulate nuts and bolts
	Germ Identification:  Identify non-hazardous and hazardous germs; Match and problem solve for disposal
	Isolation Chamber Bug Count:  Counting bugs; Identifying radioactive bugs
	Orbit EVA:  Space Transportation System (STS) modeling.  Learn about the STS/ shuttle and then build their own STS by cutting out pieces and coloring and pasting them onto a large sheet of paper

	Orbit EVA:  STS sequencing.  After being briefed on the STS sequence of events, students must put picture cards into the correct chronological order.  Cards depict events from shuttle liftoff to orbit to landing
	Technology:  Nanosat.  Students are briefed on what satellites are, then build small called “Nanosats” using origami papers..  


	(3)  History. The student understands the concepts of time and chronology. The student is expected to:
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	(A)  use vocabulary related to chronology, including ancient and modern times and past, present, and future times;
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	(B)  create and interpret timelines; and
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	(A)  identify the heroic deeds of state and national heroes such as Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(16)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology. The student is expected to:
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	(B)  sequence and categorize information;
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	(C)  interpret oral, visual, and print material by identifying the main idea, identifying cause and effect, and comparing and contrasting;
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	(D)  use various parts of a source, including the table of contents, glossary, and index, as well as keyword computer searches, to locate information;
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	(E)  interpret and create visuals including graphs, charts, tables, timelines, illustrations, and maps; and
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	(17)   Social studies skills. The student communicates effectively in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:
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	(A)  express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences;
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	(18)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to:
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